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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 14, 2023, at 10 a.m.

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
TAMMY DUCKWORTH, a Senator from the
State of Illinois.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Awesome God, who fills our hearts
with songs of thanksgiving, each day
we lift our hands in prayer to You, for
You are always merciful. Lord, thank
You for blessing us each day. You have
rescued us from dangers and kept our
feet from slipping. You banish our wor-
ries and calm our fears. Lord, thank
You for Your eagerness to forgive us
and for Your unfailing love. You alone
are God.

Today, strengthen the Members of
this body. Help them to trust You
without wavering. Teach them Your
ways, that they may live according to
Your truth. Lord, give them purity of
heart, that they may honor You.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication

Senate

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2023

to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,

PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,

Washington, DC, February 13, 2023.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable TAMMY DUCKWORTH, a
Senator from the State of Illinois, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.

Ms. DUCKWORTH thereupon as-
sumed the Chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

—————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Gina R. Mendez-Miro, of

Puerto Rico, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of Puerto
Rico.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

SOUTHERN BORDER

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President:

Losing a child is the hardest thing that can
ever happen to a parent. It’s out of the nat-
ural order.

Those are the words of a grieving fa-
ther in Bowling Green, KY. After strug-
gling for years against opioid addic-
tion, his son was killed by a lethal dose
of fentanyl in 2021. That year marked
the second straight year in which over-
dose deaths in the Commonwealth set a
new, alltime record. Thousands of lives
are now claimed each year by a scourge
of deadly drugs.

Last week, I met with narcotics offi-
cers from across Kentucky who work
on the frontlines of this crisis. They
told me that rampant flows of illicit
drugs had driven the price of a pound of
fentanyl down to less than a third of
what it cost dealers in 2020. That is
right. Working families are paying
more for just about everything on
President Biden’s watch, but drug deal-
ers, with unprecedented access to mas-
sive flows of foreign drugs, are literally
making out like bandits. The one thing
that has gotten cheaper under this ad-
ministration is the last thing we want
Americans buying.

The officers were crystal clear on the
bottom line: They won’t be able to beat
the fentanyl crisis until Washington
decides to do something about the
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